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AJANTA 


Part IV 


With an Explanatory Text by G. YAZDANI 


With the publication of Part IV, a monumental enterprise 
begun with the issue of Part I in 1930 is completed. Each 
Part comprises a text volume and a portfolio of plates. The 
plates provide colour and monochrome reproductions, based 
on photography, of the famed Ajanta frescoes. Part IV is 
priced at 294s., and Parts I and II are available at 210s. each. 

Reviewing Part I, the Illustrated London News said : 
‘This magnificent publication ranks with the finest modern 
work in reproduction, besides providing a literary estimate, 
full and authoritative, which enables the reader to understand, 
as well as to admire, these celebrated relics of fifth-century 
Buddhist art in India. 
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UNIVERSITY & UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


V.P. Varma, M.A-, Dip. Lib: Sc. 
Librarian, Birla Central Library. 


The social and political upheavals revolutionize notion of things 
and become active instruments for the reshaping of institutions. The 
attainment of Independence by India has changed altogether for us the 
entire concept of things and institutions. The freedom requires of us to 
revitalize all our forces - political, social, moral and ethical to assure for 
the Motherland an honoured place in the comity of Nations. In the new set 
up of things the concept of Education too has to undergo a revolutionary 
change. The true education is not merely instruction but it has within its 
scope the raising of moral standards and to carve, out of seeming chaos, a 
society which should provide for its individuals an abundant living, To 
fulfil this aim of Education it has to be recreated. The modern civilization 
has enormously extended the possibilities available to human beings. Sci- 
ence has developed new resources and new hazards in the physical world. 
[he different ‘“‘isms”’ and our so Callad social institutions have brought home 
to us the flexibility of institutions. All these create enormous problems 
which baffle our society. It is left for the Education, at the University 
level particularly, to find a solution for these and to take the society out of 
this intriguing situation. In this difficult but vital role of the Higher 
Education the University Libraries are called upon to play a very prominent 
part. The nerve centre of University, in fact that of all systems of Educa- 
tion, is its Library. Libraries are the treasure houses of a nation’s cultural 
heritage and for a University it is a temple that emits all knowledge. It is 
the haven for the Research worker and for those who are courting the Dame 
Science. The role of a University Library is the fulfilment of the aims and 








UNIVERSITY & UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


objectives of a University. In short the function of a University Library 
is to identify itself with the parent body to help her realise her ideals. 


In the modern age the charactcr of a nation or that of a society 
is determined by the character of its system of Education, because the latter 
is inextricably intertwined with the social order to which it belongs. The 
Higher Education should preserve and develop for a nation the continuity 
of consciousness and a mature sense of value in relation to traditional 
Wisdom. In other words the purpose of Higher Education is to preserve 
our national traditions and cultures and to prepare individuals to devise 
ways and means to establish economic, political and social security as a 
mean to establishing a perennial peace on the international level. The main 
purpose of a University is to promote learning and to extend the bounds 
of our knowledge. It is to meet this purpose that it depends more on its 
library than on the teachers. The teachers impart knowledge. but it is the 
library which satisfies the individual inquistiveness and sense of inquiry. 
The service of the library begins where that of a teacher ends. The higher 
education gives us a sense of value and acritical faculty, but this is achie- 
ved not in the class room but in the calm atmosphere of the library, with 
the help and in the company of books and journals made available there. 
It is by constant association with all that is noblest in human thought and 
best in literature and Art that one learns to assess values. Our faculty to 
assess values and our thirst for truth brings about a discipline in us and it 


is this discipline which is the main stay of a nation. 


In the furtherance of the aims and objects of the University, its 
Library, the beaconfield of light has indeed an arduous role to play. It has 
to orystallize in its function the various objects and ideals for which the 
University exists. In doing so it has to help its clientele to make full use 
of its resources in various fields of knowledge. It has to exist as a living 
and growing organism linking the Dead Past with Living Present. 


INDIAN BOOKS FOR TOKYO LIBRARY 
The Government of India have donated a large number of rare 
books on Indian philosophy and classical literature to the Okurayama 
Cultural Research Institute of Japan as an initial contribution to the library 
of the Institute. 


India’s Ambassador, Mr B. R. Sen, made the first presentation of 
60 volumes to Mr Yasaburo Shimonaka, President of the Okurayama Insti- 
tute, at a ceremony held at the Indian Embassy. 


The Institute, founded in 1925, specializes in the promotion of 
critical studies on Oriental thought. 
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DEONTOLOGY AND LIBRARIANSHIP 


MAGNA NAND, M.A., P.E.S. 
Librarian, Central State Library, Allahabad, U.P. 








‘‘Deontology is the title of a book by Jeremy Benthim ( q., u. ) 
who introduced the term to denote a utilitrarian system of ethics. The 
name has since then come to be applied to a system of ethics in which pio 
minence is given to ideas of duty rathar than to those of rights or goodness.” 

1) In short deontology may be regarded as that branch of knowledge which 
treats of the duties and obligations of an individual without regard to his 
corresponding claims and rights. and is a term, more or less synonymous 
with ethics, ‘‘which is a systematic study of the alternate problems of human 
conduct,’’ (2) It may be further elucidated by saying that ‘“‘ethics is not a 
positive science but a normative science ... it is not primarily occupied 
with the actual character of the human conduct but with its ideal, not so 


much with what human conduct is as with what it ought to be.”’ (3) 


An individual, in his relation with others of his own kind, ought 
to shape his conduct on certain basic and fundamental principles of life, 
which are universally acceptable. Any proper evaluation of his conduct 
and behaviour requires this assessment from the angle of obligations he 
ought to discharge rather than the angle of rights he ought to claim. While 
treating the life of a person in his professional and vocational conduct, we 
have to take, a number of his traits of character and qualities of behaviour, 
into consideration. To-day every profession - medical, educational, agricul- 
tural, legal etc has come to be based on a number of professional principles. 
There is undoubtedly a natural relationship amongst all such principles, or 
more correctly they lend or borrow mutually to a considerable extent. 
[he medical profession of all is shrouded with the greatest number of 


ethical and moral principles. 


Librarianship has come to be recognized all the world over as a 
most learned and cultural profession. It has now reached a stage where 
it is the bounden obligation of those who are in it to enunciate in clear 
words the moral principles in order to provide it with greater strength and 
power and to place it on firm grounds. As a profession it is bound to owe a 
great debt to other professions and more so the medical profession, which have 
poineered to show the way to formulate principles of professional merality, 
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The Keynon Public Libraries Committee of England, 1927, in its 
report recommended that ‘‘every curriculum for library training, should 
embody along with other subjects, a course of lecturers and instructions 
relating to library ethics as human factor plays a determining role in the 
administration of a library.” But this recommendation appears to have 
fallen on the barren soil, and does not apparently seem to have found, so 
far, a place in the curriculum for library training in any country, In India, 
we are proud to have instituted a course of Master in Library Science at 
the University of Delhi, but it is regrettable to point out that its curri- 
culum has given no place to a subject like “‘professional ethics, or deonto- 
iogy and librarianship ”’ 

It is now time to include this subject as an important branch of 
study in Library Science, in order to tone up and purify the spirit of the 
profession. The portion from the report of the committee having a _bear- 


Ing onthe snbject under discussion may be usefully re-produced :- 


‘*267. A word may perhaps be added with regard to a branch of 
library training which does not at present figure in any curriculum known 
to us, but which never the less is not without real importance. We refer 
to instructions in what may be called library ethics (italicized by me) or the 
minor moral of librarianship. The Librarian is by the nature of his duties, 
brought into continuous contact with members of the general public. The 
effeciency of his control, and the value of his services as a guide and advisor 
depend very much on his personality and manners. Courtesy, patience, 
tact, good temper, are qualities essential for a good librarian in all grades 
of service. Willingness to give help, patience in face if stupidily, control 
of temper under provocation must be inculcated in every assistant and 
attendant ina library, while the higher ranks need to cultivate a study of 
human nature wiich atmost claim che dignity of a special branch of psy- 
chol-gy. The human factor is of such suprem importance in library admi- 
istration that schools of librarianship and course of instruction man will 
be asked to devote a portion of their attention to giving advice on this 
topic.” 

Headicar has also pointed that ‘for some years now during my 
lectures on library organization, at the school of librarianship, I have made 
a point of dealing with this aspect of our profession, not only as regards 
the need for good inanners, patience, tact, and self-control, and a keen 
desire to help in dealing with the public, but also asto the desifability of a 
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self-imposed code of morals to guide the behaviour of the librarian in his 
relations wita his committee and his colleagues on the staff.”’ 


Dr, Rebert Samdby in his “Medical ethics’’- a guide to profess- 
ional conduct, “thas made a sincere effort to explain explicitly the doctors 
duties and obligations, based on written, unwritten or conventional laws of 
the profession, towards his collegues in the profession, patients, chemists, 
druggists, quacks, as well as the state. It may be profitable to re-write 

e relevant portion, so as to demonstrate the high ideals placed betore the 
medial men. It runs thus-‘“Tnere are three principles, which may be 
regarded as corner stones of medical ethics. In the relation of a medical 
practitioner towards his collegues, he should obey the golden rule which 
teaches that, ‘‘whatso-ever ye would men should do to you, do ye unto 
them, (St. Mathews, VIII, 12) in his relation to his patients, their interest 
should be his highest considerations ... ‘‘Acgroti Salus supreme - tax,” in 
his relation to the State, to the laws of the country, and his civic duties, 
there is no better guiding principle than the words of the guspel; render, 
therefore, unto Caesar the things that be caesars (Sl. Luke, XX, 25); in 


other words obey all lawful authority. 


In very much a similar fashion Miss Mary Plummer, while add- 
ressing the Illinos’s Library Association (April, 1903) suggested a written 
Code of ethics for librarians, It may also not be out of place to remark 
that any code of ethics regulating the conduct of all the individuals in a 
profession may not appeal as justifiable to an ordinary mind, but its 
object is crystal clear - the maintenance of certain degree of quality and 
the prevention of a bad name to the profession. Very little or practically 
neglible has been said or written on the subject of co-relationship between 
librarianship as a professional and urorality as a science of human conduct, 
he sense of professional prestige and dignity requires that proper consid- 
eration, it is now high time, should be given to this question. It would be 
undoubtedly well if the matter is made a subject not of a discussion by 
the National Professional Organization alone, but at an international level. 
he subject centres round the consideration of different and divergent facts 
such as (i) Librarian and his committee (ii) Librarian and his staff 
(iii) Librarian and the book-suppliers (iv) Librarian and the book trade 
(v) Librarian and his professional collegues and association (vi) Librarian 
and his clientele (vii) Librarian and the society (viii) Librarian and the 
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State laws and the nation. Asa modern librarian has been regarded an 
importance agency for the success of democracy in the world, it is but 
necessary that his mental and moral equipment should be of a high level, 
It may be regarded as a very happy augury for a world seminar on the 
subject to be held under the auspices of the UNESCO of which the present 
Director General is Dr. Luther Evans-the renowned and reputed former 
Librarian of the Library of Congress in U.S. A. As a result of such a 
seminar it would be possible to formulate the code for lbrarians to be 
adopted by the National Library Associations all the world over. There is 
but little hope for any thing being done in this important field unless this 
international organization comes to the rescue of the librarians. UNESCO 
in its book on ‘‘Education for librarianship’’ written by J. P. Danton has 
already laid standards for formulating curriculums and methods of instruc- 
tions in the field of librarianship and have been contributing liberally for 
the advancement of the cause of the profession. 

|. Encyclopedia Britannica, 14th eda. Vol. 7 p. 227s 
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KEESING’S supplies a world-renowned weekly service such as no other 
Current Affairs publication provides :a most comprehensive yet concise, 
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THE PUNJAB PUBLIC LIBRARY, LAHORE. 
( PAKISTAN ) 


KHWAJA NUR ELAHI. 
Librarian. 








The Punjab Public Library is the premier Public Library in the 
Punjab and one of the biggest in Pakistan. 


BuitpiINGs: Established in 1884, it is now housed in a block of three 
buildings called the Chauburji, the New Wing and the Annexe, all situated 
in quiet surroundings close to the Central Museum off the Mall. The block 
has an atmosphere attuned to thoughtful study. 


The old building called Chauburji on account of the four cupolas 
standing at its four corners is an imperial Mughal building of great histori- 
cal importance. It was the pleasure - house of Nawab Wazir Khan, the 
Governor of Lahore, during Shah Jahan’s reign. After the annexation of 
the Punjab by the British it was used successively as military office, settle- 
ment-office, telegraph-office, the Museum and the Anarkali Book Club, now 
known as the Gymkhana Club. In 1884 it was placed at the disposal of the 
Punjab Public Library opened formally on March 31, 1885 by Sir Charles 
Aitchison. As the main stock of books has been shifted to the New Wing 
this quiet old building is used to stock official publications and bound 
volumes of periodicals. 


The New Wing is a spacious and dignified building well-suited to 
the needs and requirements of a modern Library. It has separate and. 
well-furnished rooms for men and women readers. The books in English 
are stocked in this Wing. The wing has provided the Library with a vast 
space, enough for further expansion for a considerable length of time. 


The Annexe built in 1950 houses the Oriental Section of the 
Library. It contains books in Arabic, Persian and Urdu, which number 
30.000 besides a collection of 500 manuscripts. The reading room of this 
fast growing section accom nodates about one hundred readers and is prov- 
ing too small for the increasing number of daily visitors, Here also there 
is a separate room for women readers. . 


FOUNDATION OF THE LIBRARY: The Punjab Public Library was established 
at the desire and with the assistance of the Punjab Government in 
November 1884. The Resolution No. 2798, dated Lahore, the 8th November 
1884 in the Home ( General ) Department runs thus :- 
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‘‘The Lieutenant Governor (Sir Charles Aitchison, K.C.S.L, C.LE., 
LL.D., D.O.L:) is anxious to establish at Lahore a Public Library for 
Reference which shall be open to all classes of the community. The Library 
would include official publications as well as general literature, both Orien- 
tal and of other kinds. The idea is not merely to combine in one place 
portions of departmental libraries not required for immediate purpose by 
the several departments of Government, but to found an institution of a 
thoroughly public character which shall be of benefit to the province at 
large”’. 

The same Resolution appointed a Committee to consider and 
advise upon this question and the Committee consisted of the following 
members :— 

Lieut. - Colonel E.G. Wace, Financial Commis.ioner, Punjab. President. 

2, CL Tupper, Esq , Secretary to Government, Punjab. 

3. D C.J. Ibbeston, Esq., Director of Public Instruction, Punjab 

an | afterwards Lieut. Governor of the Puniab. 

S. Wheeler, Esq., Editor, Civil & Military Gazette. 

Pandit Ram Narian, Pleader ( afterwards ) Judge, Chief Court, Punjab 

6. J. Lockwood Kipling, Esq., Principal, Mayo School of Art and father oj 
the famous man of letters Rudyard Kipling. 

7. E.V. Parker, Esq., District Judge, Lahore. 
Acting Secretary, till the appointment of an Assistant Commissioner 
as permanent Secretary. 


i> 


The first meeting of this Committee was held at the Civil Secre- 
tariat, Lahore, on Wednesday, the 12th November 1884 at 3p.m. The 
Committee set abcut the work entrusted to it in right earnest and soon 
secured from Government the Chauburji building until a special building 
could be erected for the purpose. It little knew that the temporary accom- 
modation was destined to be the permanent home of this growing institution 
for the next half a century and more. The next immediate work for the 
Committee was the collection of books. At its suggestion, Governmert 
transferred from their offices and departments such books as were not 
requiced for immediate reference and this handsome collection formed the 
nucleus of the Punjab Public Library. It may be noted that the founder 
of the Library himself presented seventy volumes to the Library and follow- 
ing his noble example other Government Officials came forward with their 
gifts to the Library. 

Ore*<ING Or Tue Lisrary :- The Library was formally opened to the Public 
on 3!st December 1885 by His Honour the Lieutenent Governor of the 
Punjab, Sir Charles Aitchison, in a grand durbar held for the purpose. In 


explaining the objects which he as founder of the Library had in view he said 
that the Punjab Public Library was expected to contribute to the intellectual 
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advancement of the country by placing within the reach of scholars those lite- 
rary and scientific treasures which they might find it difficult or impossible to 
‘quire for themselves and by rendering accessible in one place valuable 
nformation that might be required for historical research or for any other 
nquiry that depended upon records rather than experience. In conclusion, 
he expressed a hope that year by year the scope of its influence would be 
enlarged and its progress would be closely associated with the progressive 
enlightenment of the Province. 
From these small beginnings the Library has progressed steadily 
from year to year till to-day it is one of the two largest libraries in Pakistan 


ind the premier Library in the Punjab. 


Book Stock : The Committee of the Library ‘ appealed to all interested in 
the moral and intellectual development of the country for help and assistance 
to enable the institution to possess not only what was best in Western lite- 
rature but also a thoroughly representative collection of Eastern works. A 
special appeal was made to Indian chiefs and members of the nobility and 
indeed to all of what-ever race or creed, who could appreciate what Oriental 
thought had effected in the past, for help in securing for the Library those 
valuable collections of manuscripts and Oriental books in the possession of 
chiefs whose usefulness was considerably cnrtailed by their inaccessibility to 
the Public’. The appeal elicited a good response and donations both in books 
and money began to pour in from all sides. The names of some of the 
principal donors are worth mentioning: The whole library of the late 
Mr. T.W.H. Tolbort, C.S., was made over to the Punjab Public Library 
through the good offices of Sir Charles Aitchison. Sardar Attar Singh, 
Chief of Bhadaur, bequeathed his entire collection of splendid works jn 
Eastern languages to the Library, This collection was made over to the 
library soon after his death and now adorns the Oriental Section of our 
Library. Similarly large collections of to k; presented to the Library by 
Munshi Nawal Kishor of Lucknow, Munshi Gyan Chand of Victoria Press, 
Sialkot, Khan Bhadur Fagir Syed Jamal-ud-Din, Rai Bhadur Lala Kanahya 
Lal, Pandit Jawala Dutt Parshad, Mr. D.C.J. I[bbetson and many others 


whose names it is not possible to mention here. 


The total number of volumes now in stock is about 1,25,00). 
Nearly 2,000 books are added to the Library every year. 

The selection of books is made by the Managing Committee on the 
advice of experts. Books on literature and fiction; useful arts, science and 
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fine arts; economics politics and sociology; history, philosophy, psychology 
and religion are included. With the establishment of Pakistan circumstan- 
ces have changed. Increasing emphasis, therefore, is now laid on science 
and useful arts. It is also the policy of the selection Committee to pur- 
chase books of a select nature and of a high standard; the object of the 
Library being, among other things, to cater to advanced study and research, 
The Punjab Public Library besides serving students and professors, caters 
to the needs of the general public and a very large number of private resear- 
ch scholars spread over West Pakistan. 


The Library has many rare and old books which offer material to 
the scholar and the antiquary. There is also available in the library a fairly 
big collection of government publications and reports which may not perhaps 
be available in any other library in the country. 


A special juvenile section provides an extensive range of useful 


and interesting books for boys and girls frow the age of ten onwards. 


The total number of periodicals received in this library is 130. 
Several important journals from America, England and India are received, 
The periodicals cover varicus subjects such as Library Science, Literature 
Philosophy, Economic and Social Sciences; as a matter of fact all the subjects 


In which an average cultured man can take interest. 


The annual outlay on books and periodicals now amounts to 
Rs. 20,000/- and 2,500/- respectively. A sum ot Rs. 2,500/- respectively. 
A sum of Rs. 2,500/- is spent on the binding of books, reports and 
periodcals. 


ORIENTaL SEctionLibrary Committee felt the importance of this section and 
decided about 5 years ago to make this section of the libray more usefu! and 
serviceable. As the catalogue of books was not arranged according to any 
systemetic scheme of classification, it was at times difficult to trace books 
and much time members of the public was wasted. It was, therefore, 
decided to reorganize the Orientel Section of the Library according to the 
Dewey Decimal Scheme of Classification and to prepare a card catalogue in 
the first instance. Such an arrangement has much facilitated the work of 
the library staff and readers, and has helped in the smooth running of the 
Oriental Section of the Library. The reorganization work is now nearing 
completion and it is hoped that in the near future a classified catalogue ot 
Arabic, Persian and Uurdu books will be published. 
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One third of the budget for books is spent on this section, There 
is a good number of readers who would like to read novels and snort stories. 
Whereas care is taken to meet their demand, emphasis is also laid on _ the 
provision of such books as may help in the promotion of research. Effort 
is also made to purchase as many books as possible on mechanical arts & 
trade. 


Our Oriental Section has been further strengthened by the transfer 
of about 4,000 books of the Library of the Islamiat Department to our 
Library. The government of the Punjab has transferred this collection on 
the express conditfon that a separate section called the Islamiat Library 
would be maintained. The Punjab government would give an annual grant 
of Rs. 5,000/- for this purpose. This collection contains Arabic, Persian 
and Urdu books of high standard. 


Our Oriental Section has a very useful collection of Sanskrit, Hindi 
and Gurmukhi books, including very rare and valuable manuscripts We 
have been preserving them with great care. It may be possible that in the 
near future this collection may be exchanged with Arabic, Persian and 


Urdu, books 1n India. 


COPYRIGHT LiBRARY: It has been the keen desire of the Managing 
Committee that the Punjab Public Library may be declared as a copyright 
Library for Pakistan. They asked that government should frame such a 
law according to which the Library may receive all the books published in 
Pakistan. The Managing Committee have not met with success. Of course, 
one copy of each of the books published in the Punjab is being received 
free from the government. So it may be said that the Public Library isa 
copyright Library for the books published in the Punjab. 


MEMBERSHIP :- The Library is ftee to the public so far as admission to the 
building and reference to books in the Reading Room is concerned, but a 
small charge is made from those who wish to take out books for use at home, 
[here are two types of members: Subscribers who pay an annual subscrip- 
tion of Rs. 8/- plus a refundable security deposit of Rs 10/- or Rs 20/- and 
life-members who pay a life-subscription of Rs 75/* without any further 
deposit, Four books are issued at a time to life-members and to those who 
pay a deposit of Rs 20/- but two to those who pay a deposit of Rs 10/-. 
Books may be kept for one month. Membership has steadily grown and 
there are at present on the roll 2,500 subscribers and 102 life-members; 
The daily average of visitors to the Library has now risen to 625. 
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CATALOGUES :- The Punjab Public Library is perhaps the only Library in 
Pakistan which is maintaining two types of catalogues, viz. the card cata- 
logue and the printed catalogue for the English Section. The former is for 
the convenience of those who are able to visit the library, the latter for 
members from the mufassil or for those who wish to know the resources of 
the library without coming to the library. Owing to lack of funds, it has 
not been possible to keep the printed catalogue up to date. The last cata- 
logue of the English Section published in 1950 was up to 1944 only. The 
library has a scheme of classification of its own according to which the 
catalogues are arranged. It must be admitted, that this scheme on account 
of its rigidity and non-flexibilty now does not at all work well. It will 
soon be necessary to adopt a standardized scheme of classification, either 
Dewey Decimal or Colon. It has been stated above that the Dewey 
Decimal Scheme has already been adopted ior the Oriental Section of the 
Library. 

ANNUAL INCOME : The annual income of the library from all sources includ- 
ing grants from the government, the City Corporation of Lahore, donations 
and subscription, etc. is about Rs. 70.000/-. The expenditure amounts 
approximately to the same figure. 

MANAGING ComMITTEE: The affairsof the library are controlled by a 
representative Committee, The Deputy Commissioner, Lahore, the Director 
of Public Instruction, Punjab, and the Director of Industries, Punjab, 
are ex-offocio members. Fourteen members nominated by the Government, 
include the President who is appointed by the Government, and Secretary 
who is elected by the Committee. They are the executive heads. The 
Corporation of the city of Lahore and the Punjab University nominate a 
member each. Life-members elect two members to serve on the Committee 
for one year. 

The Library has been providing to the public its humble service 
for the last 70 years. It has reasons to be proud of having contributed its 
share towards the growth of the cultural movement in this part of the 
country, 





ATOMIC LIBRARY 


A library of thousands of articles and reports on nuclear energy 
will soon be presented to France by the United States, in keeping with 
U.S. policy of supplying information on atomic energy to other free 
nations. The library will consist of 10,000 research reports by the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commission, 28 bound volumes of the commission’s 
survey articles and technical abstracts of more than 50,000 scientific 
articles on atomic energy published throughout the world. 
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NEED FOR A SOCIAL SCIENCE 
DOCUMENTATION CENTRE IN iNDIA 


H. W. RANGACHAR. 


Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre, New Delhi. 





That Documentation is increasing in its importance these days needs 
no emphasis. It has become an essential requisite inevery branch of 
Science, Technology and thought. 


The Social Sciences is one of the newest branches of Science which 
needs documentation techniques as well, in order to simplify and nationalise 
the mass of scientific material which is becoming increasingly difficult to 
control and manage, It is with this view that the ‘Coordinating Committee 
on Documentation in Social Sciences’ has come into being, at the interna- 
tional level, in 1950. 


The Department of Social Sciences of UNESCO has bestowed the 


greatest attention to the documentation problems. It has promoted the 
establishment of the Coordinating Committee. 


The chief work of the committee has been in finding and selecting 
documents making them more easily and widely accessible. The bibliogra- 
phical equipment of the Social Sciences was the first problem studied by 
the Committee, further, the Committee has given special attention to the 
abstracting of periodical articles. The services for political sciences was 
set up in 1951. The Committee gives serious consideration to bibliographical 
essays: particularly in the form of ‘trend reports’. A descriptive list of all 
specialised periodicals in the field of Social Sciences is engaging the atten- 
tion of the Committee. ‘International reporting of Social Science Documen- 
tation Centres’ (1) puplished by UNESCO and prepared by the Coordinating 
Committee on Documentation in the Social Sciences, in 1952, is an impor- 
tant reference work, very useful for the improvement of the diffusion and 
accessibility of Social Science documents. 

As already stated, UNESCO decided in 1950 to undertake a survey 
of documentation in Social Sciences. The International Committee of 
Comparative Law therefore set up a Commission to study the question and 
to make known the needs of jurists as regards documentation. An inven- 
tory of the commonly used sources of Law was agreed upon for immediate 
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preparation as this would help exchange of information between countries 
on theirlegal systems. Accordingly ‘a register of Legal documentation in 
the world’ (2) was compiled in 1953 by the Internationa! Committee of Com- 
parative Law with the support of the International Committee for Social 
Science Documentation, and published by UNESCO. A ‘World list of Social 
Science periodicals’ is also being prepared. The main sources of legal 
documentation in India are, the Supreme Court of Delhi, High Courts of 
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras, the Law Ministry of the Government of India 
and the legal departments of the major Provinces and States. The 
several periodicals, digests and reviews in law may also be included. 

Social Sciences may well include Sociology, Political Science, 
Economics, Demography, Anthropology, Social Psychology and various 
branches of knowledge related to these subjects. In India however, Social 
Sciences are enjoying the attention of most of its Scientific Institutions, 
Associations and Universities. It is high time even the business circles 
understand the importance of this branch of science fast developing and 
more dealing with human problems. It is gratifying to note that the 
UNESCO Science Cooperation Office of South Asia, Delhi branch has recently 
published a bibliography of Social Science publications in this region corres- 
ponding to the one they have been publishing in the field of other Sciences 
Since 1949, a half - yearly publication. The Indian Institute of Sciences, 
Bangalore, perhaps the premier and oldest Science Research Institute in 
India providing teaching and research facilities in atmost all major bran- 
ches of science and engineering has very wisely started as early as in 1949 
the Section of Social Sciences and Economics conducting research in the 
field and imparting instructions in these Sciences to the workers of the 
Institute. Adequate Library facilities are also there in the field of Social 
Sciences. 


The ‘Indian Institute for Population Studies’ University of Baroda, 
Baroda isa unique Institution registered in 1950 as an Educational Society, 
Dv. S. Chandrasekhar being its Director. The membership to this organi- 
zation is open to any and one interested in population problems with special 
reference to India and Asia. The documentation of this organisation is 
available to students and the general public. The subjects covered are: 
Demography, Indian Social Institutions, Aborigines in India and birth 
Control, There have been, further, certain experiments conducted at 
Ramanagaram, Mysore State on population studies which have yielded 
interesting results. 
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We see that with crrtain documentation sources available in India 
in this rapidly growing field of Social Sciences, there is every need for a 
coordinated and effective center for documentation in Social Sciences in 
line with the INSDOC (The Indian National Scientific Documentation 
Centre ) started in 1952 by the Govt. of India with the assistance of 
UNESCO and managed by the premier scientific body of the country, the 
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research, located in the National Physical 
Laboratory buildings, New Delhi. 


It is hoped that the rapid development of Social Sciences in these 
years side by side with that of Science in this Scientific Age. resulting in an 
increased out put of multifaceted literature, will necessiate soon the 
fermation of a Documentation Centre in Social Sciences in this country. 
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eLESSERSES SASSO BAARSAA AE SERRE AA AREAS ARE RESERSE ESSERE 


INDIAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Resignation of Ex-Secretary 


Mr. G.B. Ghosh, the former Hony. Secretary, informs the general 
members of the Association with much regret that he was reluctantly com- 
pelled to resign from the Secretaryship last year (1954) due to pressure of 
domestic and other personal pre-occupations, and various other complica- 
tions in carrying out his duties. The formal resignation submitted by him 
was accepted by the President and Executive Committee of the I.L.A. 


He, however, expresses his gratitude to all members of the Associa- 
tion, who elected, him to the post of the Secretary at the Jast All India 
Library Conference, held in Hyderabad, and requests that all communicat- 
ions concerning the Associatin may be addressed directly to its Head-Quar- 
ters at Belvedere and not by his personal name, 
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BOOK ISSUE METHODS: A SYSTEMATIC 
APPROACH* 


W.R. MAIDMENT, F.L A. 
Central Lending Library, Westminster 








— method by which loans of books are registered is required to be 

efficient in three respects : the records made must be adequate to the 
purposes for which the librarian requires them, and both the recording of 
the loan and the recording of its return must be swift, accurate and econo- 
mical, To a casual observer these processes. are repetitive, implying that 
inechanical devices should provide the most efficient service. In fact, only 
the technique is repeated; the material handled relates on each successive 
occasion to a different book and a different reader, full repetition occurring 
only when a loan is renewed. This may explain why the system most 
commonly used in the United Kingdom —the Brown charging systein—uses 
no mechanical aids but is so widely adopted that its analysis may serve as 


a standard by which other possible techniques may be measured. 


The method provides a single record of loan which is usually filed 
by the date of expiry and sub-arranged in an alphabetical or numerical 
order which identifies the book loaned. As the reader’s name (or number) 
is not used in the arrangement, the files do not reveal what books are in the 
hands of a given reader. This information, though occasionally useful, is 
rarely called for and the limitation has so long been accepted that it cannot 
be regarded as a matter of much importance. The record does not readily 
reveal the whereabouts of a given book, since the primary arrangement is by 
date and the charge relating to a particular book must be sought in each 
sequence in turn until it is found. Inthose libraries which use the charging 
system as a means of intercepting reserved books, the difficulty in tracing 
a specific book is an important matter, but it must be accepted that a 
single record can be filed only by one primary characteristic. If the chosen 
arrangement is by date, the record is fully efficient as a guide to the books 
dune (or overdue) on a given date and can be only partly successful for any 
other purpose. If interception of reserves by tracing the appropriate 
charges is the paramount consideration, then the arrangement ought to be 
in a single sequence by books. Where both purposes must be served, a 
compromise should be made, bearing in mind the relative importance of the 
two objectives and adjusting the number of sequences accordingly. For 





* Courtesy THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, February 1955« 
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most libraries, weekly rather than daily sequences would be helpful, chang- 
ing the colour of the date stamp each week to indicate the filing section. 
Recent experiments tend to show that comparing returned books with a 
reserves indicator is at least as effective and economic as the insertion of 
“stop” signals in the charges, and when this method is used, the conflict of 
interests is resolved. The charging system is then required todo no more 
than the single record permits it to do efficiently. A similar result would 
follow from a decision to abandon the practice of sending overdue notices 


on the ground that the effect is trivial in relation to the cost. 


The technique by which the loan record is made is rarely criticized: 
A card identifying the book is placed with a ticket identifying the reader, 
and the composite unit so formed is filed by date, usually the date of 
return, which is also stamped on a label inthe book This is an essential 
part of the process, since the date stamped indicates the appropriate file 
when the book is returned. As the process is repeated hundreds or even 
thousands of timesa day, the most trivial aspects merit attention. A 
considerable essay could be written on the suitability of different types 
of date stamp; having the book card in the form of a pocket into which the 
reader’s ticket is inserted is appreciably faster than the reverse system 
which, surprisingly, is more common. The speed and economy of the 
procedure may be attributed to the simplicity of the tasks performed whilst 
the reader is present. Detailed filing of charges and preparation of statis- 
tics may be (and usually are) delayed until a time convenient to the 
librarian. 


Dissatisfaction with the system is mainly caused by the method 
‘{ discharge. The book is presented at the counter and the date stamped 
indicates the file in which search must b2 made. The charge, when found, 
is removed and separated into its c»noonent parts, the book card being 
placed in the book for re-use and the reader’s ticket returned to him. Only 
at the end of the process is the ticket available for the reader, who must 
wait for it at the counter. Ignoring certain ancillary tasks performed at 
the ‘in’ counter — dispoing of returned books, collecting fines, etc. — it is 
true to say that the work of discharge is no greater than the work of charge. 
The sole difference is that in one case the reader does not wait whilst the 


charge is filed, but in the other he must wait whilst it is located and 
reinoved from file. 
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Since the record kept by the Brown system can be effective and 
the method of making it is swift and economical, other charging methods 
may be considered in the light of the improvement they offer at the return 
counter where dissatisfaction is felt. Any gain here must not, of course, be 
at the price of diminished effectiveness in the other aspects of the system. 

The congestion which occurs at busy times in many libraries has 
three main disadvantages. 

(i) The reader has the inconvenience of joining aqueue to wait 


for his ticket. 


(ii) A high proportion of the staff is needed at the counter. and 
thus librarians are least available to advise readers at the very 
time when there is most need of them. 


(ili) A large part of the library’s total resources is absorbed in this 

process. 

Any attempt to improve the charging system must therefore seek 
to obviate some or all of these disadvantages: by reducing the delay to the 
reader; by releasing qualified staff at busy times; by reducing, if possible, 
the overall cost in staff time. The first two objectives are achieved by any 
system of ‘‘delayed discharge’; the work to be carried our while the reader 
waits is less, therefore the wait is shorter and fewer staff are needed. 
“Delayed discharge’’ does not necessarily mean a reduction in overall work 

-sometime this can be achieved, but in some cases librarians have been 
prepared to accept an actual increase in total work in order to get the 
required reduction at busy periods. Systems which effect substantial overall 
economy in addition to the benefits associated with ‘‘delayed discharge’’, 
usually do so by avoiding the discharge, 

The immediate purpose of delaying the work of discharging books 
is to make it unnecessary for the reader to wait fo his ticket. There are 
at least three ways of doing this:- 

(1) At busy times the reader may be given a temporary card when 


he hands in a book and the normal work of discharge and 
subsequent charge may be postponed. 


(ii) The tickets issued to readers may be made in such a form 
that they are expendable. Since the individual ticket is not 
used again, there is no need to wait for it. 
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(iii) The process of charge may be altered so that the reader is 
required to produce his ticket but not to surrender it. As it 
remains in his possession, he obviously never has to wait for 
it. 

The first method is seen in the “cloakroom ticket’’ system which 
was devised by Mr. L. R. McColvin. It is intended to deal with an unusu- 
ally long queue such as may be caused by some interruption of the service 
or by sudden illness of the staff. Anissue tray is kept at the counter, 
containing a series of dummy charges, each consisting of a book pocket, 
boldly numbered, containing a book card bearing the Same number. When 
the system is operated, the first book pocket (number 1) is given to the 
reader and the corresponding book card is placed in the book which is put 
aside. The process continues and readers are admitted at a very high rate 
until the crisis is past. The books are then discharged and the numbered 
card from each book is placed in the reader’s ticket produced by the 
discharge. As the numbered pockets have been accepted as tickets, the 
librarian now has a series of pockets containing book cards and a series of 
readers’ tickets containing numbered cards. By bringing together pocket 
number 1 and card number | he also brings together the reader’s ticket and 
the book card to form the new charges for the books borrowed, and _ recons- 
titutes the dummy charges for re-use. Since the normal work of charge 
and discharge have to be done in addition to the “marrying”’ of temporary 
charges, there is an increase in total work and the system is justified only 


for emergyency use. 


The second group of methods—those using an expendable ticket — 
has not been widely exploited, but a possible technique may be indicated, 
Instead of receiving tickets when he joins the library, the reader would be 
issued with a book of coupons, each coupon in the book bearing the same 
number which, of course, identifies the reader. The charge is made up of 
one coupon inserted in a pocket type book card and may be filed as in the 
Brown system. When books are returned, readers are not required to 
wait for their tickets. but merely hand in the books. There is no need to 
staff the counter for maximum traffic; the work of discharge ccntinues at a 
steady pace, ignoring the minute-by-minute fluctuations in the rate at 
which books are received. The costs of such a system are less than might 
be supposed, and, if new books of tickets are issued in the same way that 





156 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 





































BOOK ISSUE METHODS 


cheque books are issued by banks, there is considerable saving in the labour 


of re-registering readers, 


A more widely used method of ‘‘delayed discharge’ is that in which 
the reader retains his ticket all the time. This, of course, means an adjust- 
ment of the charging process, since the filed record must identify the reader 
without using his ticket for the purpose. The simplest method would 
involve copying the reader’s particulars from the ticket, which he is required 
to produce, on the next vacant line of the book card. In practice mechani- 
cal means of copying are used, as, for example, in the ‘‘Dickman’”’ system in 
which the reader has a special form of ticket to facilitate the recording of 
the number which identifies him. The retention of the ticket does. not 
necessarily imply unlimited loans. since the reader may be issued with a 
number of tokens or tallies each authorizing one loan. As all tokens are 
identical their issue and receipt scarcely cause delay, yet the number of 


books in the hands of a reader is limited to the number of tokens supplied, 


It must be added that certain conditions are requisite for success 
with “‘delaved discharge’’ methods. There must be accommodation for 
the books awaiting discharge, but none should be required for readers await- 
ing attention, the benefit to the reader in reduced waiting following almost 
automatically. The second objective of releasing trained staff for other 
duties can only be achieved by good administration and may easily be 


missed through any failure to aijust to the new technique. 


As was stated earlier, charging methods which meet al) the needs, 
including reduction in the total work to be performed, usually do so by 
avoiding the discharge altogether. Whereas the systems so far mentioned 
make a record of loan (‘‘charging’’) and subsequently delete or ‘‘un-make’’ 
it (‘‘discharging’’), the methods now to be considered make a record of loan 
and a separate record of return. These are allowed to accumulate under 
the appropriate date guide until it is desired to send notices that the books 
are overdue, The two sets of records are then compared and any loan not 
covered by a“return” is abstracted as overdue, the remaining records 
being scrapped without individual treatment It is clear that if records 
are to be kept in book order, then two book cards will be required for each 
book, one for loan and one for return. This has, in fact, been done, using 
punched cards instead of the conventional book cards. More commonly, 


however, filing is done by an artificial “transaction’’ number. 
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The method is most readily explained in its simplest form, using 

no mechanical aids. No book cards are used, but at the ‘‘out’? counter 
there are two sequences of consecutively numbered cards, One sequence 
being stamped throughout with the appropriate teturn date. Waena book 
is presented at the counter a numbered and dated card is inserted in a 
pocket instead of stamping the date on a label. The corresponding num- 
bered card from the other sequence is used to record the loan, the reader's 
number and also the book number being copied on it. No filing is needed 
as the cards are merely turned over in number order and placed behind a 
date guide. When books are returned, the only immediate process is to 
remove the dated card inserted at the time of loan, th: reader having 
retained his ticket. The dated cards are sorted when convenient and later 
ised to reveal overdue books as previously described. Without actual 
experiment few will believe that the copying procedure described could be 
ucceptable; nevertheless, even this simple form of the method shows a 
substantial reduction in total work over the Brown charging system. Many 
ways have been tried to simplify the recording process, which must identify 
both book and reader under the transaction or serial number. Photo-charg- 
ing and a proposei system of audio recording on tape are both versions of 
this method. which, basically, may be the best that can be devised. Rela- 
tive merits of the various versions miy quite properly be judged solely by 
the speed and economy of the recording process. 

All the methods of charging so far considered have been judged by 
the work involved in loaning a single book in the record maintained dur- 
ing the loan and in dealing with the return of the book. Economies are 
made by reducing the work in each transaction and the small gain becomes 
important when multiplied by the number of times the operation is perfor. 
med. There is, however, an entirely different approach by which a saving 
may be made: this is to reduce the total number of transactions by a 
process which may be termed selective charging. The ‘‘token’’ book issue 
method adopted at Westminster charges only books loaned on other library 
tickets, those loaned to Westminster readers are not recorded, but merely 
controlled by the number of tokens issued. Comparable savings would be 


made in many libraries if the token control system were used for fiction and 
the normal charging process for non-fiction, Many libraries have made a 


practice of issuing tickets valid only for nonfiction, and have found no 
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difficulty in administration. For such libraries very little change in routine 
is involved in issuing tokens valid for fiction only. The method would also 
be attractive to those libraries which accept reservations only for non-fiction, 
as no change in procedure need be made, the Brown system being retained 
for the charging which is still done. The librarian retains full control of the 
books to be subjected to the charging process, since it is as imple matter to 
treat any works of fiction of special value as if tney were non-fiction, classi- 
fying them with the appropriate literature section, 

Although selective charging seems to be a very simple solution to 
the dissatisfaction felt with the usual charging methods, the amount gained 
will vary from one library to another according tothe percentage of fiction 
in the works loaned. Local differences are equally important in any attem- 
pt to assess the gain from other solutions. The advantages of ‘‘delayed 
discharge’ are most marked when the traffic to be handled varies greatly at 
different periods of the day. The best arrangement of the records under 
the Brown system is dependent on the number of reserves in relation to the 
number of overdues. If any general conclusion may be drawn it is that 
there is no “‘best’’ method of universal application, but rather a series of 
solutions to a variety of problems. 


NEWS AND INFORMATION ~ 


INDIAN LIBRARIANS HONOURED 

Twelve Indian university librarians, visiting the United States 
through the International Exchange Service of the Department of State and 
the International Relations Board of the ALA, spent Wednesday, February 
16, in the Library of Congress. They were welcomed by Mr, Mumford. 
Mr. Clapp, and Miss Morsch. who conducted an orientation session for them 
on LC’s operations. Laterin the morning members of the Orientalla 
Division guided them through the Reference Department. The group was 
then entertained at a luncheon in their honour in the Whittall Pavilion. 

After lunch the librarians were taken on a tour of the United 
States Book Exchange, the Legislative Reference Service, and the Process- 
ing Department. Late in the afternoon, the ALA’s International Relations 
Board gave a reception in the Whittall Pavilion to enable librarians and 
others of the Washington area to meet them. On Sunday, February 20 the 
group left for Chicago where they will attend an institute on university 
librarianship planned for them at the University of Chicago. 

(Mary Ann Adams) — Information Bullentin, February 21, 1955: 
THE New York LisBrary CLuB 

The New York Library Club. composed of public, college, univer- 
sity, school, and special librarians in the Greater New York area, sends 
grretings to confreres in other countries. The Club realizes a unique oppor- 
tunity in its location at a port of entry of the United States and at the seat 
of the United Nations, avd hopes that librarians planning to visit the area 
will make themselves known. 

The Hospitality Committee of the New York Library Club will 
make it possible to plan a profitable use of time for librarians when in 
New York and will be helpful iu making arrangements for visiting librarians, 
archivisits, documentalists, and bibliographers to meet their colleagues. 

Mr. Lee Ash, is the Chairman, Hospitality Committee, New York 
Library Club and Librarian, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
United Nations Plaza at 46th St., New York City 17. 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 


READING CLINICS 


Mr. Percy Wilson, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Schools has just 
come back after spending three months in the United States. He was 
invited by the American State Department and travelled widely, visiting 
schools and universities. There he came across the reading clinic, which he 
described in a talk in the Home Service. 


‘A reading clinic’, he said, ‘teaches all kinds of people and of all 
ages, from six to sixty. It teaches children who have not learned to read 
at school in the ordinary way, and it teaches adults who have never been to 
school, or those who started to learn English very late in life, as often 
happens in America. I heard of one unfortunate woman who had a severe 
emotional shock and lost the power te read. The reading clinic had to 
re-teach her, and it did. But most interesting of all, the reading cllnic 
deals with large numbers of people who can read but who want to read 
quicker and better — school children, college students, business men, army 
officers, civil servants, and even teachers themselves. 


‘In many schools and universities in America I saw the clinic’s 
outfit, or the plant, as they call it. Generally this comprises some ordinary 
classrooms or lecture rooms, and then a few small cubicles like doctor’s 
consulting rooms. Each cubicle has a table and two chairs, a number of 
books, and some simple electrical apparatus. I noticed that the room is 
sound-proof, it has one single window, which is transparent only from the 
outside — if you are inside it looks like a dark, opaque screen. I was told 
that this is for the use of the student teachers — it allows them to watch 
without disturbing the privacy of the lesson. Through one of these invisible 
windows I watched a boy of eight or nine, absorbed in his lesson and obvio- 
usly enjoying having a whole teacher to himself, 


‘Every reading clinic has a large central library, full of books of 
every kind from infants’ first readers to difficult books of history, science, 
and philosophy. Some of the books are specially printed in types of 
different size for clinical use. Some of the mechanical equipment I saw was 
most elaborate. One machine tests the correlation of the left and the right 
eye; another tests the reader’s visual : pain from left to right and from top 
to bottom Isawa machine that throws a sentence on to a screen and 
finds out how long the student takes to read it and retain it; yet another 
machine registers the number of words you can read in one minute 


‘I saw one class of ten-year-olds who had been collected from all 
over New York, all five boroughs In New York also I saw another class 
of college students, in jeans and check shirts, who had come from all over 
the United States, and I heard of several important business executives 
whose appointments had been made conditional on their taking a reading 
course. Everybody has to gothrough a thorouh diagnosis, which often 
takes a whole day. The reading experts test the student for how much he 
can read or how little he can read and they go into his whole reading history 
— where he was taught, how he was taught, and what reading books and 
what methods have been employed. His vision is testcd by an oculist, his 
physique by a doctor, his mental and emotional state by a psychologist, and 
his personal and his social circumstances by a psychiatric social worker. 


‘Some reading clinics in America certainly over-emphasise the 
importance of speed alone, and they seem to have little difficulty in doubl- 
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ing or trebling most people’s reading rate. But most of the clinics are not 
satisfied to stop at that. They want not only speed but understanding, 
appreciation, and a real liking for books’. 

— THE LISTENER, March 10, 1955. 
‘‘A Bookshelf That Is 60 Miles Long”’ 


No one knows the exact number of books in the unique library of 
London's British Museum, Its chicf librarian judges the number to be 
about five million. In 1931 a comprehensive cataloguing was begun; at 
that time a goal of forty years was set. After twenty three years of work, 
the experts now know that it will take another eightytwo years to finish 
the catalogue, so that none of them will see the work completed. Every 
year two new volumes of the catalogue appear. The work was much delayed 
by the war years, but now it makes steady progress, even if, because of 
personnel shortage, not at the pre-war rate of four volumes a year. [f the 
work continues at its present tempo, the complete catalogue will be ready in 
the year 2036, and will run into more thantwo hundred volumes. By that 
time, however, the museum bookshelves will have a total length of about 
80 miles. At present they are a mere 60 miles. 


In 1842, a Parliamentary law was passed, by which a free copy of 
every written work had to be sent to the British Museum within one month 
of publication. This law has been faithfully kept to this day, and-a conti- 
nuous stream of books and brochures pours into the almost insatiable 
capacity cf the British Museum. 


The weight of all this printed matter — newspapers, too, are inclu- 
ded, and the Museum possesses the only copy known to exist of the first 
number of THE TIMES — is estimated at two thousand tons. 


If it were ever decided to move the whole library, two hundred 
lorries would be occupied for six weeks on the operation, Twenty years 
ago, wheu the newspaper department was transferred to Colindale, London, 
It took fifteen lorties six weeks to transport the 350,000 volumes. Since 
then, however, the collection of newspapers has grown by another 100,000 
volumes, 

The famons reading room at the Museum alone contains 60,000 
books. Here men like Karl Marx, Gandhi, Lenin, Sir Stafford Cripps and 
Sir Winston Churchill have sat and read, while on ihe other hand it is no 
rarity tosec samples of the human curiosity cabinet gathered here, J. B. 


-The Illustrated Weekly of India, April 10, 1955 
Explosion in Delhi University Library 


Hundreds of people ran out of Delhi University Library. following 
a loud explosion in one of the books shelves at about 3.30 p.m. on Saturday 
26th March 1955. Splinters of the shelf and books in it flew to a little 
distance. No damage was caused to the books. The explosion was heard 
itt almost all the rooms in the main University building. It could not, 
however, be ascertained whether the explosion was caused by the bursting 
of a bomb or a bracker. 
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UNESCO INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN ASIA 


Delhi, India, 6-26 October 1955 








The spread of social education programmes in Asia has made the 
need for public libraries which are centres of popular education keenly felt 
in many countries, Such libraries are now scarce in many parts of Asia, 
and hence millions of people who know how to read donot have sufficient 
access to the books and public library services which would give them a 
chance to improve and enrich their lives through such means. [t has been 
demonstrated by the Delhi Public Library Pilot Projcct that when they do 
have such an opportunity, they seize it to the full. Opened in October 1951, 
this Library had lent a million books by March 1955 and now serves aporo- 
ximately 70,000 men, women and children each month. 


PurPosE OF THE SEMINAR 


To study the principal public Library problems in Asia and to 
draft plans and proposals for the development of public library services in 
Asia, particularly in connexion with fundamental education. 


TIME AND PLACE 


The Seminar will be held in the Delhi Public Library; Delhi 
India, 6-26 October 1955. Participants should arrive at Delhi 4-5 October 
to begin work on 6 October. 


PARTICIPATION 


The following Members States and Associate Members of Unesco 
ire invited to send participants to the Seminar. 


Afghanistan, Australia, Burma Cambodia, Ceylon, China, India 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea Laos, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Thailand, the Malaya, British Borneo Gronp, USSR 
and Viet-Nam. 


The Seminar will be limited to 35 participants. Selection will in 
general be made by the governments taking part in the meeting.* In 
addition, the Director-General of Unesco will invite in their individual 
capacity certain experts whose contribution would be particularly valuable. 
Certain international organizations will also be invited to send observers. 


Participants should be librarians, preferably with professional 
training, who have present or potential responsibility for the development 
of public library services. and educators who have had experience in funda- 
mental, adult or social education. The effectiveness of the Seminar and the 
action which will follow depend largely upon the abilities and level of res- 
ponsibility of the participants. 


Governments ef countries listed above are invited to nominate 
from one to three participants each. Candidates should be listed in order 


* Since this meeting is planned as an educational experience, it is intended that members should 


participate as individuals and not as official delegates of their governments. 
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of preference to facilitate selection by Unesco should a total of more than 
35 nominations be received. Governments wishing more than three places 
may present additional nominations for possible acceptance should a total 
of fewer than 35 nominations be received, under the plan just outlined. 


Governments should send the foliowing information on each parti- 
cipant nominated to the Director-General of Unesco, by 15 July 1955: 
name, address, official position. sex and official seminar language spoken 
(English, French or both). 


FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


Participants will be provided with free board and room from noon 
4 October to noon 26 October. Governments are expected to pay for travel 
to Delhi and return and the incidental expenses of parti ipants. Interna- 
tional organizations sending observers will be responsible for payment for 
the board and room as well as travel of their representatives. The Secre- 
tariat of Unesce will, however, make every effort to reserve accommodations 
for observers, on request. 


LANGUAGES 


English and French will be the official languages of the Seminar, 
and all members must be capable of carrying on discussion in one or both 
of these languages. Interpreters will be provided for plenary sessions and 
for the one working group which will contain both French-speaking and 
English-speaking members. 


SEMINAR DIRECTOR 


The Seminar will be directed by Mr. Frank M. Gardner, 
Borough Librarian of Luton (United Kingdom). Mr. Gardner’s wide experi- 
ence as a public librarian includes service as Unesco’s consultant at the 
Delhi Public Library from November 1951 to June 1952. 


TaRE GENERAL PLAN OF THE SEMINAR 


The main work of the Seminar will be carried out in plenary 
sessions and in meetings of three working groups. Each group will study 
one subject and will, if required, divide into committees for detailed exami- 
nation of sub-topics. Groups will be asked to prepare reports which will 


point out problems and suggest solutions, and to make recommendations 
for the consideration of the whole Seminar. 


Throughout the Seminar, the Delhi Public Library will serve as a 
“Laboratory” where participants can study the practical application of 
public library principles and methods discussed in the Seminar meetings. 
The work in the Library will be carefully organized so aS to give each 
participant an overall picture of the organization and operation of the 
services and at the same time to provide him with an opportunity to make 
a special study of certain aspects of the service in which he is particularly 
interested. 

SUBJECTS To BE CoNnSIDERED By THE SEMINAR 


Subjects suggested for discussion by the working groups are given 
below. In considering these subjects, the groups will give special attention 
to the needs of rural areas. A more detailed breakdown of subjects, and 
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A view of the Reference Section of the Delhi Public Library 
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Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s visit to the Children’s Department of the 
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working papers for each group, will be sent to participants and observers 
before the Seminar opens. 


GROUP I. The Deveiopment of National Public Library Services 
A. The planning and provision of public library services 


1. The need for an overall plan. Assessment of existing 
services. Co-ordination and development. Priorities in 
provision. 

2. Library premises. Departments. Conservation versus 
distribution. The needs of each department - lending, 
children’s department, reference service. Mobile libraries. 

3. Finance. The relationship between service and mainten- 

ance costs and book provision. The need for balanced 

expenditure and long-term planning. 

Staff. Training of librarians. 

The public library and the community. The public library 

as an influence in community development. Co-operation 

with other cultural and educational agencies. Library 
group activities and co-ordination of them with the 

‘ Library’s book services. 


C1 


B. Co-operation vn a national and regional scale 


1. The library authority. Urban and rural areas. State and 
national authorities. 

2. Bibliographical services aud inter-library co-operation, 

3. Regional and international co-operation, The essential 
unity of public library services. 


GROUP II. Provision and Maintenance of Elementary Reading Material for 
Adults 


, 


:. Balanced stock provision. 

2. The importance of variety. Fiction and other reading for 
entertainment. Elementary technical material. 

3. The role of the public library in encouraging the produc- 

tion of suitable readidg material. Co-operation with 

State and voluntary organizations. Co-operation with 

publishers. Improvement in paper and binding for public 

library use. 

Co-operation with fundamental education centres, 

Advanced reading. The needs of students. 

The problems of multi-lingual countries. Translation 

problems. 

7. Audio-visual aids and their use in public libraries, 


GROUP III. Library Services for Children 


1. Services for children in public libraries. Planning and 
administration. 

2: School libraries. Planning and administration; 

3. Co-operation with education authorities on national and 
local levels. Co-operation with teachers. 

4, Provision of reading materials for children, The impor- 
tance of illustrated books, 


Dt 
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5. Group activities. Story hours 
6. Instruction in the use of books and librarie. 


MATERIALS To BE Provipep By SEMINAR MEMBERS 


Participants are requested to prepare and bring to the Seminar 
three copies of a paper of approximately 2,500 words on the state of public 
library development in their country, and the main problems to be solved. 
The document should be typed double spaced in English or French. 

Participants are also asked to bring or send to the Seminar publi- 
cations, photographs and other exhibit materials on public library activities 
in Asia. If shipped, the material should be sent to Unesco Seminar, 
c/o Mr. DR. Kalia, Director, Delhi Public Library, Queens’ Road, Delhi 6 
(India). No responsibility for shipping costs can be assumed by Unesco. 
INSURANCE 

Unesco accepts no responsibility for accidents or illness occuring to 
participants or observers during the meeting or while they are en route to 
or from their homes. Participants and observers are responsible for obtain- 
ing any insurance which they consider necessary. 


lL oLLow-Up 
By participants 


It is hoped that governments will assist participants in making the 
results of the Seminar known and will consider the application of its reco- 
mmendations, taking into account the special circumstances in each case. 


By UNEsco 


1. Unesco will assist in the publication of selected materials 
produced by the Seminar. 


2. Unesco will help Seminar participants to work out their public 
library development programmes after return to their countries, through 
the provision of relevant materials and guidance as required. 

3. Unesco will continue to promote the development of public 
libraries in Asia through such projects as are approved by the Unesco 
General Conferences 


For FURTHER INFORMATION 


Librarians and educators interested in attending the Seminar 
should immediately get in toch with the Ministry of Education or Unesco 
National Commission of their country. 
l)UsSEHRA (Pooya) HoLiDays 

Some participants may wish to stay in Delhi fora few days after 
the Seminar to see the holiday festivities which will take place 26, 27 and 
28 October. On these days the last parts of the story of the Ramayana 
ending in the slaying of the demon Ravana by Rama and his brother 
Lakshman, will be enacted. 


Efforts will be made to obtain seats and hotel reservations for 
Seminar participants who wish to see the spectacle. Those planning to 
ittend should notify the Libraries Division of Unesco by 15 August 1955. 


Payment for hotel accommodation and meals during these holidays 
will be the responsibility of the Seminar participants concerned. 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION 


INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY 


BRITISH PROFESSORS AGAINST DIVISION 


Ten leading authorities on Oriental and Commonwealth studies 
wrote in the Times that any distribution of the India Office Library ‘between 
three or more claimants would destroy its usefulness and would be an act 
of vandalism from which the cause of Oriental cultures would suffer most ”’ 

The signatories to the letter said that in any discussion of the 
future of the library it is essential to bear in mind not only its great size 
and unique value for scholarship but also its significance as a living embodi- 
ment of the Commonwealth relationship. 


The professors argued that ‘‘the question of ownership is of lesser 
important than that of the location of the library and the archives and of 
their continued availability to scholars and students who come from all parts 
of the world to make use of them It should not be difficult to find an 
arrangement which by maintaing the unity of the library and the archives 
in their preseut location, would advance not retard, Oriental learning, and 
at the same time satisfy the interests of all the Commonwealth countries 
concerned. ’”’ 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON DOCU- 
MENTATION OF APPLIED CHEMISTRY 


THE FIRST INTERNANIONAL CONGRESS ON DOCUMENTA- 
rION OF APPLIED CHEMISTRY will be held in London from the 23rd 
to 25th November, 1955. The registration of members attending will take 


place on the evening of Tuesday, 22nd November. 


The Congress, held under the patronage of the International Union 
of Pure and Applied Chemistry, is sponsored by the Society of Chemical 
Industry and has as President of Honour The Rt. Hon. Lord Cherwell, 
C.H.F.R.S. The Chairman of Council is Sir William Ogg, M.A..Ph.D.,LL.D., 
Director of Rothamsted Experimental Station. 


An Organizing Committee has been set up with Dr. Leslie 
H, Lampitt as Chairman and Dr. Alexander King as Deputy Chairman. 
Dr. D.W. Kent-Jones is Honorary Treasurer and Lt. Colonel Francis 


J. Griffinis the Honorary Secretary. 


Membership of the Congress is open to all interested persons on 
payment ef the membership fee of £2.$2. Od. It is hoped to issue the 
detailed programma in the near future and all enquiries should be addressed 
to :- 

The Honorary Secretary, International Congress on Documentation 
of Applied Chemistry, 56 Victoria Street, London, $.W.I. 
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Decal PosBiic LIBRARY 


First three years report (From Ist November 1951 to 3lst 
October 1954) of the Delhi Public Library’s operation as Unesco — Govern- 
ment of India public library pilot project indicates 20,000 registered 
borrowers, 60,000 books in Hindi, Urdu, and English, an average of 2,200 
persons using the library daily; and over 1,000 books lent daily for home 
use. A mobile unit carrying 3,000 books takes service to 13 points in the 
city of Delhi and the surrounding rural areas. Small libraries, each with a 
stock of 500 volumes which are frequently changed have been set-up in 
several social education centers. 


During these years library training was provided to 80 would be 
librarians, and 12 “‘internes’’ in a three-moth programme of work and 
study. 


EXHIBITION OF Books & PERIODICALS 


On behalf of the British Council, New Delhi, an Exhibition of 
recent books and periodicals in English literature, Politics, Economics, 
Science and Engineeing, and Medicine was opened on March 4, 1955 in 
Allahabad Public Library by Professor S.C: Deb, Honorary Secretary of the 
Library. In his opening speech, Prof. Deb thanked the British Council for 
sending such a valuable collection for display. The Exhibition remained 
opened for four days and visited by more than 1,000 people of Allahabad. 


OBITUARY 
Shri Syed Abdul Jalil, B.A., B.L., Dip. Lib. $c., 


The lamentable news of the sad and tragic demise of Shri Syed 
Abdul Jalil, Assistant. Librarian, Patna University Library came as surprise 
to most of his friends and well wishers. He died on the 18th Feb, 1955 and 
buried in the Pirmohani grave-yard. 


He was born in 1902 in village Qutubpur Bangri (Dist. Muzaff- 
arpur). He was educated at Patna in Patna College. He took his Diploma 
in Librarianship from the Imperial Library, Calcutta, now called the National 
Library inthe year 1944. He was appointed Library Assistant in the 
Patna University Library in the year 1931 and promoted to the Assistant 
Librarianship in 1954 and thus connected with this Library for the last 24 
years. He was a gentleman, honest and a zealous Library worker and a great 
help to me personally during the Elementary Librarians Training Class 
started by the Bihar Rajya Pustakalaya Sangh. 

His death must be a great lossto his family. but they may find 
some consolation in the fact that their loss is shared by others too - 
specially his brothers in the profession. Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to 
the deceased’s widow and the children in their irreparable loss. May God 
grant eternal peace to the soul of Shri Syed Abdul Jalil and may his spirit 
guide us on the right path in our profession. 


— IN. Sinha, Librarian, Patna University Library, Patna-5. 
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CONDUCTED By 
A. C. BHATIA 


BOOKS iN REVIEW 


WHO’S WHO IN LIBRARIANSHIP — Edited by Thomas Landau. 
With a Foreword by Robert L. Collison, F.L.A, Reference Librarian, City of 
Westminister. London : Bowes and Bowes, Ltd. 1954. 2569p. 50sh. net. 


This beok is a just recognition of the contributions made by 
librarians in their own sphere. These contributions are indeed great but 
had seldom been brought forward in book form, perhaps due to shyness or 
perhaps due to the feeling that self-publicity should be avoided. There has 
been, for long, some kind of inferiority complex gripping the profession. 
We are glad that complex has been shaken off now. We congratulate 
Mr. Landau on helping the librarians to do so. Librarians are just like 
other persons in other walks of life whose who’s who has been appearing 
without any self-complacency. We have no hesitation in saying that 
Mr. Landau has taken the right decision in bringing out this book. His 
lead should be followed by some Indian librarian or by some librarians in 
other countries. 

Here, in this book, we have biographical and bibliographical details 
of over 2000 librarians in England including those of chartered librarians 
abroad. ‘‘Who knows What’’? The appendix is the guide in this matter. 


The biogrhphical details contain only what is necessary —- birth, 
address, education, appointments, special interests, publications, qualifica- 
tions, etc; By adding the classified list of special interests — a rare 
addition — the author has enhanced the value of the book. 


Mr. Landau has based his Who’s Who on the questionnaires circu- 
lated to different librarians. We think that that was the right approach 


This Who’s Who is a great source of inspiritation to the librarians 
included in it as it is to others dealing with bcoks and trading in books. 
The prestige of the profession is highly enhanced by such works. It revokes 
whatever ‘‘misconceptions”’ prevail about librarians’ qualifications to serve 
the profession. It tells the general reader that librarians, in their own 
sphere, are, in no way, inferior to others, that they are highly qualified 
people, that they have specialised in different subjects, that they have 
remarkable publications and research works to their credit and that they 
are not dull, prosaic, backward people but march with the times and have 
special interests of their own like others in different professions. The book 
under review reveals the greatness of our profession and thereby Mr. Landau 
earns our gratitude. 


ADMINISTERING LIBRARY SERVICE IN THE, ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS. By Jewel Gardiner. Chicago: American Library Association. 
1954. 160p. $3.50. 


The American Library Association deserves the thanks of all those 
who are running or intend to run libraries for children in elementary schools: 
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BOOKS IN REVIEW 


In India such libraries are yet to be seen functioning: However, such books 
as the one under review, are sure to help in planning service, 


The book covers almost every phase of the service. It has sixteen 
chapters. The first chapter gives the general significance of the world oj 
books for children. The function of the library in the modern elementary 
school is explained in the second chapter. The organisation and adminis- 
tration of the elementary school library is dealt with in the next chapter. 
Then follow chapters on the personnel in the elementary school library, the 
physical set-up of the library, publicity and promotion selection and purch- 
asing of books and magazines, organisation of the book collection, the selec- 
tion, purchasing and organisation of non-book materials, reading guidance 
and library activities, recreational reading, sharing reading experiences, 
instruction in the use of books and libraries, the position of the library 
in the primary grades and the school library and the public library. 


In his characteristic simple style the author has written with 
complete understanding of the problems which confront the librarians of 
elementary schools. He has rightly emphasised the importance of the 
library personnel, particularly that of the teacher-librarian and of the 
library location, building, furniture, equipment, decoration and sources of 
library supplies. The place of exhibits and bulletin board displays to 
publicise the library is a welcome idea. The chapters on selection and 
purchasing of books and magazines and organisation of the book collection 
and non-book materials are worth reading. We do feel elementary school 
libraries require audio-visual aids and good films for children, 


According to the author recreational or free reading, sharing of 
reading experiences and instruction in the use of books and libraries have 
their own significance which is little realised by library authorities. We 
agree with him that in the primary grades children’s library activities will 
of necessity be centered in the classroom under the guidance of the class- 
room teacher and in the middle and upper grades more in the schoo) library. 
The planning is to be done accordingly. There is to be coordination 
between the school library and the public library. Both aid each other. 


We strongly recommend this book to Indian librarians and educa- 
tional authorities. 


FEDERAL SERVICES TO LIBRARIES. By Phillips Temple. 
Foreword /y John H. Ottemiller, Associate Librarion, Yale University. Chicago: 
American Library Association. 1954. 227p. $350. 


This is a book dealing with U.S. Federal policies governing services 
to libraries (Part 1) and federal services to |braries (Part II). The report 
on which this book is based, was prepared in 1953 but the manuscript was 
revised in June 1954. This has not lessened the importance of the book, 
rather it explains the primary governmental objectives, the services and 
programmes and policies in operation ccncerning libraries. It gives a 
factual background which is helpful to the American Library Association 
in formulating its policy in dealing with the federal establishment. It 
enables librarians to assess the value of federal services vis-a-vis their local 
needs. It also helps the public to judge clearly how far Federal Govern- 
ment has helped the people in having a good library service. Many 
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‘unknown services” have been revealed by the author and valuable sugges- 
tions made to improve library services. 


The book opens with bibliographical notes, which are well written 
and goes on to examine, at length, in two parts, the federal policies govern- 
ing services to libraries and the actual federal services. The second part is 
very interesting. The questions of budget, demand, acquisitions, coopera- 
tive, audio-visual aids, bibliography, indexing and cataloguing, services to 
different classes of people, classification schemes, consultative services, 
declassification projects, depository arrangements, federal and State docu- 
ments, education for librarianship, exchange and gift, exhibits, extension 
services, grants and subsides, inter-library loans, joint activities. legislation, 
library representation, management techniques, manuscripts and unpub- 
lished materials, microfilm projects and services, moving pictures. personnel, 
photocopying services, postal services, preservation of libraries, publica- 
tions, recruitment of salaries of librarians, reference services, special collec- 
tions, statistical services, study facilities by federal agencies, surveys, 
technological contributions to librarianship, translation services, etc,, have 
been beautifully examined. 


The author has really done a difficult job in a great way. We feel, 
the Government of India should have such surveys and find out how far the 
Central agencies are rendering service to libraries in the country. 


CONCISE GRAMMAR OF THE HINDI LANGUAGE. By H.C. 
Scholberg. Bombay : Oxford Univeesity Press. 1955. 159p. Rs. 6/- ; 


This is the third edition of Mr, Scholberg’s book. It shows that 
the book is already popular with those who want to learn Hindi grammar, 
Its beauty lies in its conciseness and simplicity of style. The author has 
well utilised his long experience of teaching Hindi to Missionaries and good 
understanding of phonetics in making it very easy for the beginners to learn 
Hindi grammar 


The book deals with every aspect of Hindi grammar ... the alpha- 
bet, nouns, declension of nouns, analyses of cases, adjectives, numerals, 
pronouns, pronominal adjectives and compound verbs adverbs, prefixes 
and suffixes, postpositions, conjunctions and interjections, syntax and 
prosody. 


Foreigners and those Indian students whose mother-tongue is 
other than Hindi, will find it very convenient and easy to learn grammar 
and speak Hindi with the help of this book. The phonetic point of view 
asserts itself from the very beginning. Here or there the author gives a 
comparison with the rules in English, for instance, in the case of Hindi 
Gender and number and pronoun. He tells us that there are no preposi- 
tions in the Hindi Language and all words and phrases that do the work of 
a preposition in an English sentence are postpositions in Hindi. He expla- 
ins further that ‘sentence structure in Hindi does not differ greatly from 
that in English”, and that ‘“‘prose writing in Hindi is a receent deve- 
lopement:” 
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The book is based on original sources and is a distinct improve- 
ment on all exfsting works on Hindi grammar in English. 


DEFOE. By James Sutherland. Published for the British Council 
and the National Book League. London: Longmans, Green and Co, Ltd., 
1954. 36p. 2sh. net. 


This book greatly revives interest of the reader in the author of 
Robinson Crusoe and Moll Flanders. Side by side his life-sketch is exa- 
mined his various interests and writings in the background of the environ- 
ment in which he grew. We are told that ‘‘what Defoe wrote was intimately 
connected with the sort of life he led, with the friends and enemies he 
mnde, and with the interests natural to a merchant and a Dissenter’’. 


(P. 8). The author explains at length what he means by this observation 
of his. 


In the third part the author examines his fiction which he thinks 
is “remarkable like fact’’. (P. 14). He quotes various authorities to 
prove this. Not only did Defoe gives us ‘ fictitious narratives’’ presenting 
unusal people and abnormal situations, but he also gave us ‘a glimpse of a 
normal middle class family” too. The author’s ananlysis of the mind 
behind Robinson Crusoe is done with acute understanding and scholarliness. 


The author has presented Defoe faithfully well. He has performed 
his task effectively. 


A HISTORY OF SOUTH INDIA: From Prehistoric Times to the 
Fall of Vijayanagar. By K A. Nilakanta Sastri, Bombay : Oxford University 
Press. 486p. 1955. Rs. 12/-. 


There is no other book which gives a comprehensive account of the 
history of South India as this book does. Scattered lists are found here or 
there but no efforts had been made to bring them together. The author, 
for the first time, collects those listsand gives us a story which is highly 
readable. He has undoubtedly succeeded in giving a place to South India 
in the general history of the country by writting this book. So far not 
much importance was attached to the history of South India, partly because 
very few researches had been made and it was thought that except the 
Vijayanagar Empire South India had not contributed much to the growth 
of political aud social history of India. Theauthor removes thisi mpression 


and it must besaid to his credit that his contribution in that direction is 
great. 


The book really opens with the third chapter wherein Prof. Sastri 
describes the earliest peoples and cultures. The Aryan and Mauryan 
incluences are giver in the next two chapters, followed by another on the 
Satavahanas and their successors. The seventh chapter is devoted to the 
age of the Sangam (and after) and the eighth and nineth to the conflict of 
the three empires and the balance of two empires. The two chapters that 
follow are on the age of the four kingdoms and the Bahmanis and the rise 
of Vijayanagar. It is the twelvth chapter which gives us a comprehensive 
account of the Vijayanagar Empire, The last four chapters attract the 
readers’ attention to a great extent. These are on the social and economic 
conditions, Literature, Religion and Philosophy and Art and Architecture. 
Each chapter earries a summary of what follows. The conflicts of the 
rulers of South India with the Portuguese and Muslim invaders are traced 
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in their right perspective ... and beautifully well too. The author does not 
mince matters when he says that ‘“‘Vijayanagar was perhaps the nearest 
approach to a War-State ever made by a Hindu Kingdom”, and that “‘its 
political organisation was dominated by its military needs’, The emperors 
halted the Muslim conquest of the South and ‘‘addressed themselves delibe- 
rately to the task of preserving the Hindu social and political order from 
being destroyed by Islam and in this task they were eminently successful 
in spite of repeated reverses in the field of battle’. ( P. 297). 


The way Prof. Sastri has sketched the social and economic condi- 
tions that prevailed in the South from the sixth to the seventeenth centuries 
\.D., and traced in outline the principal movements of culture in the 
spheres of literature, religion and art is indeed remarkable. It is a reve- 
lation that “Sanskrit was the language of higher culture throughout South 
India”’ and that ‘tin the sphere of religion as generally in all matters of 
spiritual culture, South India began by being heavily indebted to the 
North” though in the course of centuries “it made signal contributions to 
the theory and practice of religion and to philosophic thought in its various 
aspects”. The author traces the impact of Buddhism, Jainism, Islam and 
Christianity and tells us that active propagation of Christianity began only 
after the arrival of the Portuguese though their efforts did not make much 
headway. 


The brief sketch of the architecture and art of South India, given 
by him he admits, is more historical than aesthetic. Yet the South produced 
great buildings. The Vijayanagar style in buildings is discernible. Many 
foreign travellers showered encomiums on the architecture. Of course 
strong Islamic and European influences are also visible here or there. But 
the general pattern is that of secular Hindu architecture. 


Prof Sastri has made intelligible to the ordinary reader all those 
influences which have produced the History of South India. The facts are 
clearly given and there is a welcome change from the well-worn and formal 
recitals of dates and names. The narrative is clear and well-balanced. The 
book has been written with proportion and ability to select the really 
important. 


FROM THE WORLD OF THE CABBALAH: The Philosophy of 
Rabbi Judah Loew of Prague. By Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser. New York : 
Philosophical Library. 1954 210p. $3.00. 


Rabbi Judah Loew (Maharal) of Prague was the 15th century sage 
whose writings contained Cabbalistic wisdom. The book ‘‘explains’’ that 
wisdom. Originally the author gave a series of lectures at the Institute 
for Religions and Social Studies of the Jewish Theological Seminar of 
America. These lectures form the basis of this book 


The book has six chapters. The first chapter isa general one...on 
the world of Cabbalah, Cabbalah’s literal meaning is a receiving or a tra- 
dition. It stands, however, says the author, for a special branch of Jewish 
tradition. It is a body of teachings concerning God and the universe in 
which God’s contact with His creation is conceived in terms of immediacy 
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and nearness’. The student of religious mysticism will find enough food 
for thought in this chapter as in other three chapters which deal with Human 
Destiny, Reason & Faith, and Judhism and Christanity. The second and 
lsst chapters give the portrait of Rabbi Judha and his legacy and are highly 
revealing. 

According to the author, in the history of culture “the pendulum 
has often oscillated between rationalism and mysticism. Each has a contri- 
bution to make towards the human quest for meaning in this bewildering 
world’. (P. 187). Rabbi Judah, he says, helped emancipate Jewish thought 
from the constraining discipline of scholasticism. He was realistic and 
expressed himself in the idiom of his time. Many of his concepts were 
Aristotelian. His was the quest for truth in his own way; “he stands as a 
Jewish representative in the movement of transition from medieval to 
modern times’’. (P. 194). As the author has drawn a nice portrait of the 
Master, so has he explained his philosophy. He has unveiled the secrecy 
Surrounding the Cabbalah. The students of comparative religions will find 
this book very interesting. It is a valuable piece of research into the 
teachings of Rabbi Judah Loew. 


BARUCH SPINOZA AND WESTERN DEMOCRACY. By Dr. Joseph 
Dunner. New York: Philosophical Library. 1955 142p. $3.00. 


In the history of political thought, Baruch Spinoza occupies a 
prominent place. Though his contribution to Metaphysics was great, yet 
his major interest lay in the development of a modern political science. 
He evolved ‘a rational political ethic for modern life’ and stressed “the need 
of replacing supernatural sanctions for social conduct by God-given human 
reason’”’. (P. 90-91). Dr. Joseph Dunner a life-long student of Spinoza, 
describes in this very interesting book how the mind of the great man 
developed to give us political concepts which are very modern even today. 


Ie the first thirtyfour pages Dr. Dunner gives the life of Spinoza 
and in the next twenty pages his contribution to Metaphysics. Then follow 
three chapters — on Spinoza’s concept of God his political thought and 
his legacy for the twentieth century. 


Spinoza’s writing have to be read in the context of the contribu- 
tions made by Hobbes and Locke in the political thought. Like Hobbes 
Spinoza warned us against the dangers of anarchy in an undisciplined demo- 
cracy. But unlike him he (Spinoza) had faith in human beings and their 
desire for social cooperation and harmony. [here is ‘‘the consciousness of 
a common interest on the part of all citizens of the State”. Dr. Dunner 
examines at length the works of great political thinkers like Bentham, 
Machiavelli, Freud, Hobbes and others and gives a contrast between them 
and Spinoza rightly chose human fellowship rather than ‘*destructive 
anarchy or submission to authority’’. (P. 119). 


The learned author tells us in the last chapter that Spinoza propo- 
sed no isms and no specific programme for action. But he “opened the 
door to some of the most significant vistas in political science’’. He, as a 
psycholigst, emphasised the importance of ‘‘established facts”, He did not 
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want people to succumb to ‘‘fatalistic passivity’’ but to create the ‘Kingdom 
of God’ on earth. The author, here, stresses the duty of universities and 
churches to organise and spread enlightenment, so that a complete human 
personality and a healthy society are built. 


Dr. Dunner brings in, for contrast the state of affairs prevalining in 
Russia and those prevailing in the democracies and does not mince matters 
when he criticises the U.S. policy in giving land-lease to the Soviet Govern- 
ment. He asks the democracies to listen to Spinoza in this respect because 
he ‘‘searched for a way of life whieh harmonizes the intelligence and activity 
of man with the the nature of the universe under conditions of maximum 
freedom for the development of man’s talents and abilities. To survive the 
totalitarian onslaught, democracy must never give up this search for man’s 
salvation in this world.” (P. 140 

One may not wholly agree with Dr. Dunner in certain of his obser- 
vations on democra ies and dictatorship, yet one can say, without hesita- 
tion, that he has written the book with sincereity. His is an original and 
dignificant contribution to modern, political thought and the book is even 
invaluable to the students of religion and social thought. 


SACHITTAR GREHA VINODA. (In Hindi) By Aruna. Delhi: Atma 
Ram and Sons. 1954 411ip. Rs. 8/-. 


This is, we think, the first book of its kind in Hindi and deserves 
every encouragement. Beautifully illustrated, it gives a very large number 
of games which one can play with one’s children, and even with the elders, 
friends, and guests in one’s home. Selection of games is judicious and done 
after taking into consideration the psychological and social needs of the 
family and the economic conditions of parents. By spending a small amount 
you can introduce a fun which will be highly liked by your companions, 


Side by side, the author has tried to stress the importance of mak- 
ing the home worth living by converting it into a place for laughter and 
happiness. 


The book opens with a chapter on how to introduce each other at 
party and then follow chapters on group-making for the play, games which 
require ‘‘magic’’ walking or running or sitting of the participants, jokes, 
games which require some wisdom, picking up of the right picture, making 
{things card-games, games for the birthday and picnic and children‘s 
games and on how to make a story out of a small introduction. 


Various simple methods are given in the book to organise a _parti- 

ilar game, They don’t require much money or equipment. The author 

has avoided costly apparatus for the purpose. Thereby he has imparted 
beauty to the book. 

The large number of games mentioned and explained in the book 
can really create a happy home. We feel, our educationists should ask the 
teachers to use some of the games for the benefit of children — at least for 
relaxation in the case of those who cannot undergo other heavy exercises. 
he parents would do well to have a game or two given in this book with 
the members of their families or guests or friends on holidays. 
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Scientific & Technical Publications 
Man and the Winds. Aubert de la Rue. Hutchinson. 
Introduction to Experimental Physics. W.B. Fretter. Blackie. 


Discoveries and Inventions of the Twentieth Century J:G. Crowther. 
Routledge. 


The Sun and its influence. M.A. Ellison. Rowtledge. 


A Handbook of British Flowering Plants. Edited by A. Melderis 
& EB. Bangerter. Ward Locke. 


Fundamentals of Radiobiology. Z.M. Baco, Butterworth. 

Applied X-Rays. George L. Clarke. 4th ed. McGraw-Hill. 

Elements of Ecology. George L. Clarke. Chapman & Hall. 

Handbook of Textile Fibers Milton Harries. Harris. Illus. $12.50. 
Modern Chemical Discoveries. Richard Clements. Dutton. $5 00. 


General 


Call to greatness. A.E. Stevenson, Hart-Davies. 
Livingstone’s Travels. James I, Macnair. ed. Dent. 
The Sufi Path of Love. Margaret Smith. Comp. Luzac. 


Sivananda - The Modern World-Prophet. Ramaswami Sastri. 
Yoga-Vedanta Forest Univ. 


Art of Asia. H. Rubissow. Phil. Lib. N.Y. 
The Mint. T.E. Lawrence. Cape. 
Defeating Mau Mau. L.S.B. Leakey Methuen. 
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The book has a universal appeal; it is refreshing and lucid. The 
younger generation is sure to like it. Recommended for every home, 
club and public libraries. 


BACKWARD CHILDREN OF OUR POPULATION. By Professor 
Bidhi Singh, M.A., B.T., Population Essay Contest Prize Winner 1951, Govern- 
ment College, Mandi. Jullundur City: The Indian Librarian. 1955.25p. Rs, 1/8/-. 


This useful booklet deals with an important problem of our 
country - important not only to teachers and parents but to the nation as a 
whole - the problem of our backward children. 


The author lays stress on the relative meaning that should be 
ttached when defining the nature of backwardness. He discusses lucidly 
; various causes, such as defective or poor inborn intelligence, poor home 

conditions, inadequate schooling socially undesirable environmental condi- 
tions and defective physical status of the child. 


The author has done well in referring to the diagnostic techniques 
that are used in discovering and assessing backwardness and round off the 
discussion with a few paragraphs dealing with the treatment of backwardness, 
both innate and acquired, general and specific. 

Treatment of the subject is comprehensive yet brief and expression 
is quite direct and straightforward. We, however wish the author would 
\ave incorporated some of the latest research findings on the subject. But, 
in spite of this, we feel, this booklet should prove useful to students in 
training colleges and schools, to parents and teachers and to all those who 
ire interested in the welfare and rehabilitation of children who are 
handicapped. 


BRIEF NOTICES 


Development of Public Libraries in Africa. Paris: Unesco. $1.75 or 9sh. 6d. 


Chis illustrated booklet reports on the fourth series of meetings on 
ublic library development held by Unesco. The Ibadan Seminar at the 
University Ccllege of Nigeria attracted 29 librarians and educators from 
\frica and Europe as well as representatives of three international organi- 
zations; 


The role that libraries must play in making this “essential techni- 
jue” a reality is described by the booklet in three sections devoted to the 
organization of public library services in Africa, the provision of suitable 
public library materials for Africans and professional training for public 
library services, Librarians and educators in other regions where the pace 
of development has suddenly been stopped up shoald find valuable reference 
material in articles treating such questions as the services which the library 
can offer in mass education, the reading habits of Nigerians, the principles 
of writing for new literates in Africa and the establishment of a library 


water This publication is the sixth in the series of Unesco Public Library 
anuals, 
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Ethnography of Ancient India, 4y Robert Shafer. Wiesbaden: Otto 
Harrassowitz. 1954. 


The book opens a new line of research: The determination of the 
race and language of the many early peoples of the vast subcontinent is 
based largely on the data in the oldest Sanskrit literature. Form this same 
data it appears that the great battles of epic times were not the result of 
strife between rival branches of the same house, but from the struggle of the 
Indo-Aryan to survive. Previous thories of the Aryan migration from west 
to east are replaced by a new conclusion based upon the evidence in the 
Vedas and the Avesta. The book deserves the attention of research scholars 
ind historians in India. 


Bibliographic Der Uebersetzungen Deutschsprachiger Werke. (Bib- 
liography of translatlons of books originally published in the German tongue). 
Leipzing; Deutschei Bucherei Price DM 2,50 per number. 


This booklet provides an interesting survey of those books which 
were originally written in German and looked upon worth to be translated 
into foreign languages in the various countries of the world. It contains 
current information for libraries, learned societies, resesrch institute, educa- 
tional institutions as well as for publishers, translators and other persons 
interested in this subject. The publicatlon can be had from. Deutscher 
Buch-Export und - Import GmbH, Leipzing C 1, Leninstrasse 16. 


‘School Library Supervision: Practical Prolems and Answers,’’ 


This paper records Miss Alexander’s experiences as the first 
city-wide supervisor of library services in the Houston public schools. 


The many administrative problems encountered and the step-by-step 
procedures used to meet them are described. Quantitative and qualitative 
results are critically appraised. In conclusion, Miss Alexander states five 
guiding principles for the development of a school library service programme, 

A copy of this paper will be sent to any individual or institution 
without charge upon request to the Editor, Occasional Papers, University of 
Illinois Library School, Urbana, Illinois USA. 


The Status of Women in South Asia. Bombay: Orient Longmans. R3. 4/- 


Che book is based on the proceedings of the Social Science Seminar 
on the Status of Women in South Asia, which was organised by the Asian 
Relations Organisation and sponsored by UNESCO, and is being published on 
behalf of the Asian Relations Organisation. 


How is the position of women in the various Asian countries 
now-a-days ? How did the fundamental changes which took place in this 
part of the world during and after the last war affect the women? Has 
family life really changed or is it still more or less untouched by the great 
events of the last decade ? These and other questions were approached 
from various angles; anthropological and sociological problems as well as 
legal, political and economic questions weie discussed by the participating 
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delegates and social scientists from within and outside the region. 
This is an analysis of the complex situation which will be of interest 
to all thinking men and women. 


Motley, By Verrier Elwin. Bombay: Orient Longmans. Rs. 8/- 


This is a light-hearted and useful book with a message of happiness 
for a burdened world. After discussing the classic tradition of humour, 
the author goes on to some entertaining pages on the relations of Oxford 
ind Cambridge (not forgetting the College careers of Sherlock Holmes and 
Bertie Wooster) and continues with a series of amusing studies of the habits 
ind foibles of the poets. But throughout the book there is an underlying 
rious purpose, to ridicule and attack the Puritan attitude to life, which 
as great a menace to freedom-loving primitives as to the sophisticated, 

~ Motley is the fruit of leisure hours snatched ,from an exacting life 
in the mountains and forests of central India; It must be one of the very 
first books of the kind ever to have been written in an aboriginal village. 


WORKERRS’ SELF-MANAGEMENT IN YUGOSLAVIA. New Delhi: 
Yugoslav Embassy. 1955. 30p. 


This booklet contains a collection of articles by leading authorities 
ealing with the various facets of workers’ management and provides an 
ijl-round information on the problems of self-management and on _ both 
theory and practice of what has been achieved at the present stage of dave- 
lopment in Yugoslavia. 

In the contact of India’s advance towards socialistic pattern of 
society the concrete experiences of Yugoslav socialism, particularly in 
relation to worker’s self-management, will be ef direct interest to India’s 
pubdiic, 

[he worker’s management is a very complex affair and is not 
limited to industries alone. More and more spheres - such as education, 
culture, health, etc. - are being brought under its fold. In fact, in the last 
four years this has brought many changes in Yugoslav state administration 
and in other spheres of life. The booklet will be of interest to many 
libraries and social centres in Indiaand Pakistan. 
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Tenth Anniversary Celebration 


POPULATION ESSAY CONTEST 


Rs. 1,000/- Prize. 


The Contest is designed to deepen Friendship among Indians and wiil give 
opportunity to young writers who show ability in discussing The Population 
Problem. The prize-winning essay must not be more than five thousand words 
typewritten on one side of the paper only. it should be written in English 
or Hindi. Two typed copies should be submitted by July 6 1955. For the 
list of topics and further Information. 


PLEASE ADDRESS ; 


SANT RAM RHATIA, Editor: 


THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN 
233, MODEL TOWN, JULLUNDUR CITY. 
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RENAE ALEAAE RAEN AAA EAA REE SEAR AERA EERE RERE EEE 


U. K. VIEW ON FUTURE OF * 
INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY 


The Earl of Home, Secretary of State for Commonwealth Rela- 
tions, made the following statement in the House of Lords on June 13 
on the future of the India Office Library, 


““You may have seen correspondence in the press, in the course 
of which, asa result of the published account of some discussions 
taking place at New Delhi, a number of scholars and learned bodies 
have experienced serious misgivings lost it should have been decided 
to disperse or export the ccntents of the India Office Library. Let me, 
therefore, say at once that no such decision has been taken; nor could 
it be taken without the full concurrence of the United Kingdom Govern- 


ment, who were not parties to the discussions in question. 


“The India Office Library is one of the greatest Oriental libraries 
in the world, It contains some 280,000 printed books, and a wealth of 


other material; including a great collection of MSS, in English and in 
Oriental languages, Its scope is not confined to India and Pakistan; 
it extends also to the literatures, histories, and cultures of many other 
Eastern countries, including, for example, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, 
Ceylon, Tibet, Nepal, Persia, and Arabia. It has always been readily 
accessible to scholars and research workers from all over the world, 


OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS 


“In the United Kingdom Government’s view, the right course is 
that the library should remain intact and in this country. But we 
would, of course, readily consider any suggestions that the Govern- 
ments of India and Pakistan may wish to make to us as regards the 


detailed administration of, or access to, the library,” 


Referring to the archives of the East India Company and the 
India Office, the Earl of Home said : “I assure you that Her Majesty's 
present Government adhere to the statement made in this House on 
July 23, 1947, by the Earl of Listowel, who was then Secretary of 
State for India, to the effect that it was the Goverment’s intention to 


retain these records in this country.” 
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